Construction Employment, Average Hourly Earnings, and Unemployment, 2022-2025

1-month change

12-month change

Nov2025 Oct2025 Nov2025 Oct2025 Nov2024
Ocff Nov| Ocf Nov| Sep Ocfl Nov|
Employment (thousands) 2023 2023 2024 2024 2025 2025 2025| (000) % (000) % (000) % (000) % (000) %
Total nonfarm 156,520| 156,661| 158,358 158,619] 159,593| 159,488] 159,552 64 0.0% -105  -0.1% 933 0.6%| 1,130 0.7%| 1,958 1.2%
Construction 8,076 8,085 8268 8,274 8305 8304 8332 28 0.3% -1 0.0% 58 0.7% 36 0.4% 189 2.3%
Residential building 928 927 951 951 954 955 958 3.4 0.4% 0.9 0.1% 6.7 0.7% 42 0.4% 24.6 2.7%
Nonresidential building 890 892 914 914 916 915 920 5.1 0.6% 13 01% 59 0.6% 1.2 0.1% 22.3 2.5%
Heavy and civil engineering construction 1,134 1,138 1,164 1,166 1,185 1,186 1,191 5.0 0.4% 1.2 0.1% 254 2.2% 218 1.9% 27.9 2.5%
Residential specialty trade contractors 2,392 2,388 2408 2407 2,366 2,362 2,358 37 02% 41 02% 489  -2.0% 463  -1.9% 19.3 0.8%
Nonresidential specialty trade contractors 2,731 2,740 2,831 2,836 2,884 2,886 2,905 18.7 0.6% 21 0.1% 68.9 24% 54.8 1.9% 95.5 3.5%
Residential building + specialty trades 3320 3315 3,359 3359 3320 3317 3,317 0.3 0.0% 32 01% 422 -13% 421 -13% 43.9 1.3%
Nonres building + trades + heavy/civil 4756 4,770 4909 4916| 4,985 4,987 5,016 28.8 0.6% 20 0.0%| 100.2 2.0% 77.8 16%| 145.7 3.1%
Average hourly earnings (AHE) for production and nonsupervisory employees
Private sector total $ 2927 $2938|% 3049 $3058]|% 3152 $ 3165 $31.76|$ 0.11 0.3%|$ 0.13 04%|$ 1.18 39%|$ 1.16 38%|$ 1.20 4.1%
Construction $ 3468 $3494)18 3627 $36.26]|9% 3761 $ 3767 $37.83|% 0.16 0.4%| $ 0.06 0.2%| $ 1.57 43%|$ 140 39%|$ 1.32 3.8%
Residential building $ 3048 $30.73)|% 3380 $3399]8% 3490 § 3467 § - $ (023) -0.8% $ 087 26%|$ 326  10.6%
Nonresidential building $ 3776 $3804)|%3876 $3882]%3979 $3974 § - $ (0.05) -0.2% $ 098 25%|$ 0.78 2.1%
Heavy and civil engineering construction $ 3671 $37.13|% 3813 $38.00($% 3936 §$3929 § - $ (0.07) -02% $ 1.16 3.0%|$ 087 2.3%
Specialty trade contractors $ 3425 §$3447|% 3577 $3573|$ 3721 §$3732 § - $ 0.1 0.4% $ 155 43%|$ 1.26 3.7%
Construction AHE premium over private 185% 189% 19.0% 186% 193% 19.0% 19.1%
12-month change
Oct Nov| Oct Nov| Sep Oct Nov
Unemployment (not seasonally adjusted) 2023 2023 2024 2024 2025 2025 2025 Nov2025 Oct2025 Nov2024
Total nonfarm rate (%) 36 35 39 4.0 43 43 0.3 - 0.5
Construction rate (%) 4.0 48 42 46 3.8 - 4.1 -0.5 -0.2
Construction workers (thousands) 4140  496.0 456.0 4820 404.0 - 431.0 -51.0 -14.0

Source:AGC of America, from Bureau of Labor Statistics, Current Employment Statistics, www.blb.gov/ces, updated 12/16/2025




