
Table 3A: Work Practice Costs  
(without baseline adjustments – 2013$) 

Cost Type Units 
Labor & Materials 

Cost Per Unit 

Cost Per Job 
(1,800 ft2  

uncarpeted 
interior & 10,000 

ft2 2-story 
exterior) 

Source 

Lead-Based Paint XRF Testing (fixed) Each $150.00-$160.00 $150.00-$160.00 HomeSave Environmental. 
2013 

Minnesota Lead Testers. 2012 
Cenkan. 2014 

Lead-Based Paint XRF Testing (per-component) Per component $1.33 $130.34 

Occupant protection (post signs) Each $10.12 $20.24 RSMeans. 2013a 

Prohibited and restricted practices     

Power sanding HEPA attachment Each $3.50 $3.50 U.S EPA. 2008 
FESTOOL. 2014 

Switch from torching to heat gun Square feet $3.21  $3,268.53 U.S EPA. 2008 

Interior renovations 

Contain the work area     

2a) Ground: Cover surfaces with polyethylene sheeting Square feet $0.22 $435.60 RSMeans. 2013a 

2b) Doors: Cover surfaces with polyethylene sheeting Square feet $0.28 $11.20  RSMeans. 2013a 

2c) Other objects: cover surfaces with polyethylene 
sheeting 

Square feet $0.22 $39.60 RSMeans. 2013a 

2d) Remove objects from workspace Per room $14.09 $14.09 CPR. 2013 

Waste disposal NA NA NA  

3a) Tack pad Each $0.52  $2.60  American Floor Mats. 2013  

3b) Pair of disposable shoe covers Each $0.33  $9.90  Builders Site Protection. 2013 

3c) Roll down and bag polyethylene sheeting Square feet $0.22 $484.00 RSMeans. 2013a 

Interior cleaning     

7a) HEPA vacuum for work area  Each $21.28 $21.20 RSMeans. 2013a (vacuum) 
RSMeans. 2013c (filter) 

TruTech Tools (beater bar) 

7b) HEPA vacuum (floor) Square feet $0.02 $19.80 RSMeans. 2013c 



Table 3A: Work Practice Costs  
(without baseline adjustments – 2013$) 

Cost Type Units 
Labor & Materials 

Cost Per Unit 

Cost Per Job 
(1,800 ft2  
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interior & 10,000 

ft2 2-story 
exterior) 

Source 

7c) HEPA vacuum (walls) Square feet $0.32 $434.45 RSMeans. 2013a 

7d) HEPA vacuum (clothes) Each $9.99 $24.98  RSMeans. 2013a. Base rate for 
skilled workers  

(10 minutes per worker) 

7e) Wet wipe (cleaning) Square feet $0.31 $613.80 RSMeans. 2013b (labor) 
EZ-ier. 2013 (material) 

7f) Wet wipe (verification) Square feet $0.31 $982.08 RSMeans. 2013b  (labor) 
EZ-ier. 2013 (material) 

7g) Dry wipe (verification) Square feet $0.31 $11.05 RSMeans. 2013b  (labor) 
Sentinel. 2013 (material) 

7h) Electrostatic cloth sweeper Each $0.01 $0.01 Swiffer. 2013  

Exterior Renovations 

Contain the work area     

Ground: Cover surfaces with polyethylene sheeting Square feet $0.22 $710.25 RSMeans. 2013a 

Doors: Cover surfaces with polyethylene sheeting Square feet $0.28 $22.40 RSMeans. 2013a 

Vertical containment: Polyethylene sheeting Square feet $0.21 $1,442.33 RSMeans. 2013a 

Vertical containment: Plastic tape Square feet $0.09 $73.95 MyTarp.com. 2013 

Roll down and bag polyethylene sheeting Square feet $0.21 $2,137.10 RSMeans. 2013a 

Verification Each $35.34 $35.34 RSMeans. 2013a 

 
  



Table 3B: Calculation of Work Practice Unit Costs  
(2013$) 

Cost Type Units 

Base Labor 
Rate 

(including 
fringe 

benefits) 

Labor-
Hours1 

Overhead 
Rate2 

Total 
Labor 

Cost per 
Unit3 

Total 
Material 
Cost per 

Unit 

Total Cost 
per Unit 

Lead-Based Paint XRF Testing (fixed) Each NA NA NA $150.00-
$160.004 

$ - $150.00-
$160.00 

Lead-Based Paint XRF Testing (per-component) Per component NA NA NA $1.33 $ - $1.33 

Occupant protection (post signs) Each $46.20 0.167 0.297 $10.01 $0.11 $10.12 

Prohibited and restricted practices        

Power sanding HEPA attachment Each $ - - - $ - $3.50 $3.50 

Switch from torching to heat gun Square feet NA NA NA $3.21 $ - $3.21 

Contain the work area        

2a) Ground: Cover surfaces with polyethylene 
sheeting 

Square feet $46.20 0.003 0.297 $0.18 $0.04 $0.22 

2b) Doors: Cover surfaces with polyethylene 
sheeting 

Square feet $46.20 0.004 0.297 $0.24 $0.04 $0.28 

2c) Other objects: cover surfaces with 
polyethylene sheeting 

Square feet $46.20 0.003 0.297 $0.18 $0.04 $0.22 

2d) Remove objects from workspace Per room $46.20 0.45 0.297 $26.96 $ - $26.96 

Waste disposal NA NA NA NA NA NA NA 

3a) Tack pad Each $ - - - $ - $0.52 $0.52 

3b) Pair of disposable shoe covers Each $ - - - $ - $0.33 $0.33 

3c) Roll down and bag polyethylene sheeting Square feet $46.20 0.003 0.297 $0.18 $0.04 $0.22 

Interior cleaning        

7a) HEPA vacuum for work area  Each $ - - - $ - $21.28 $21.28 

7b) HEPA vacuum (floor) Square feet $46.20 0.00027 0.297 $0.02 $ - $0.02 

7c) HEPA vacuum (walls) Square feet $46.20 0.005 0.297 $0.30 $0.02 $0.32 

7d) HEPA vacuum (clothes) Each $46.20 0.167 0.297 $9.99 $ - $9.99 

7e) Wet wipe (cleaning) Square feet $46.20 0.01 0.297 $0.30 $0.01 $0.31 

7f) Wet wipe (verification) Square feet $46.20 0.01 0.297 $0.30 $0.01 $0.31 



Table 3B: Calculation of Work Practice Unit Costs  
(2013$) 

Cost Type Units 

Base Labor 
Rate 

(including 
fringe 

benefits) 

Labor-
Hours1 

Overhead 
Rate2 

Total 
Labor 

Cost per 
Unit3 

Total 
Material 
Cost per 

Unit 

Total Cost 
per Unit 

7g) Dry wipe (verification) Square feet $46.20 0.01 0.297 $0.30 $0.01 $0.31 

7h) Electrostatic cloth sweeper Each $ - - - $ - $0.01 $0.01 

Contain the work area        

Ground: Cover surfaces with polyethylene 
sheeting 

Square feet $46.20 0.003 0.297 $0.18 $0.04 $0.22 

Doors: Cover surfaces with polyethylene sheeting Square feet $46.20 0.004 0.297 $0.24 $0.04 $0.28 

Vertical containment: Polyethylene sheeting Square feet $46.21 0.002 0.297 $0.12 $0.09 $0.21 

Vertical containment: Plastic tape Square feet $ - - - $ - $0.09 $0.09 

Roll down and bag polyethylene sheeting Square feet $46.21 0.002 0.297 $0.12 $0.09 $0.21 

Verification Each $46.21 .5 0.53 $35.34 $ - $35.34 
1 Labor-Hours is the amount of labor required to perform one unit of work. Source: RSMeans 2013a 
2 Overhead includes workers compensation insurance. Source: RSMeans 2013a 
3 Total labor cost is the product of the base labor rate, labor-hours, and (1+overhead rate) 
4 $10 ladder surcharge for buildings 3 stories or greater 

 
Table 3 & 4 Notes: 

 HEPA vacuum:  

o 2008 EA ($0.63): Average cost for HEPA vacuum=$626 (assume lasts for 1,000 events). Cost generated from review of price lists on the 

internet. 

o Currently ($21.28): RSMeans vacuum=$1,200 (assume lasts for 1,000 events). In addition to just the vacuum itself, costs were included for: 

HEPA beater bar ($0.08/event) and HEPA vacuum filter ($20/event).  

 HEPA vacuum (floor):  

o 2008 EA ($0.05): 2005 RSMeans lists labor hours as 0.002, and May 2004 OES data from BLS lists a loaded wage rate=$20.62 (2005$) for 

mean the wages of 3 construction laborers and one supervisor.  

o Currently ($0.01): 2013 RSMeans lists 0.00027 labor hours at $46.47 per hour for common laborers (2013$) 



 HEPA vacuum (clothes): $20.62 is the wage rate, whereas $9.99 refers to the cost per job. 

o 2008 EA ($3.44): Loaded wages= $20.62 (2005$) from May 2004 OES data from BLS. Assume 10 minutes per worker. 

o Currently ($9.99): Loaded wages=$59.92 (2013$) for skilled workers from RSMeans. Assume 10 minutes per worker. 
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