AGC of America Conference Call 5.19.09

Construction Career Academies & Charter Schools

1.

Attending: (Names highlighted in yellow expressed interest in the call, but were not on the

call).
e-mail Last Name First Name
charlene.a@agchouston.org Anthony Charlene
FAveiga@mbionline.com Aveiga Fernando
bakerlci@mail milwaukee.k12.wi.us Baker Lauren
wbrennan(@cccouncil.com Brennan Bill
ebrenton@basd.k12.wi.us Brenton Ed
Joristow(@houstonisid.org Bristow John
pathworksbd@comcast.net Brown Melissa
cabigstep@yahoo.com; Buford Earl
bearlson@aoicorp.com Carlson Bob
Rcantu2(@houstonisd.org Cantu Rene
cataldo@agcwi.org Cataldo Laura
chasanbob@yahoo.com Chasan Bob
Tcheniel@houstonisd.org Chenier Tiki
Clouser Valerie

Bobiaalaskacef.org Cress Bob
tom(@gradexinc.com Dapp Thomas
teivinsi@stl-cts.org Eivins Terry
elkinli@fc. manatee.k12 fl.us Elkin Lynda
elvinli@agc.org Elvin Liz
Maenriquez(@sundt.com Enriquez Marian
cfarrow(@aci-contracting.org Farrow Christie

sfay@jbfayco.com Fay Shawn
rfogliofccurrentbuilders.net Foglio Rita
Marty.Garza/d@d Zachrycorp.com Garza Marty
bryna@gibsondoor.com Gibson Bryna
deanherll@buskerudconst.com Herll Dean
ghillegasi@agcsdatt.org Hillegas Glenn
LIND A@BowenEngineering.com Hunter Linda
dkocer@agcwa.com Kocer Diane
jasonkidcawp.org Koss Jason
mobagcia@bellsouth.net Kopf Charlotte
pkulp@caddo.k12.1a.us Kulp Penny
lehmann(@fonddulac k12.wi.us Lehman Nathan
Jjlevasseur(@whartonsmith.com Levasseur James
jayne@gradexinc.com Lewis Jayne
Jlopez9(@houstonisd.org Lopez Juan
MLoveall@firstregional.com Loveall Michelle
jiml@waynebros.com Lunsford Jim




Ikline@AZAGC.ORG Marra Lisa M.
cmiller@basd.k12.wi.us Miller Casey
lenmills@sfagc.org Mills Len
tmonfo@gmail.com Monfiletto Tony
vickif@agc-nm.org Mora Vicki
wnipperti@agcks.org Nippert Ward
oconnordczagc-oregon.org O'Connor Dick
cesslie/@age-nm.org Pharr Cesslie
radomsej@milwaukee.k12.wi.us Radomski EricJ
creid@currentbuilders.net Reid Chip
besia) AbsherNW.com Sayre Brad
bschmid@basd.k12.wi.us Schmid Robert J.
jseay(@francistuttle.com Seay Johnny
| gsheraw(@inconstruction.org Sheraw George
glns496(@aol.com Shumate Glen
ssimmons/@carolinasagc.org Simmons Suzan
EdS@jaynescorp.com Sims Ed
scott@agclv.org Smith Scott
bstrachan@agcmichigan.org Strachan Barb
styermicdagc-ca.org Styer Martha
LJS@danielco.net Swain L.J.
rthomas(@aldine k12.tx.us Thomas Robert L.
jlurbaniki@aol.com Urbanik Janice
Ward Dwayne
Lathan@texoassociation.org Watts Lathan
SWilliams{@flintco.com Williams Sean

2. AGC of America staff update:

Liz Elvin discussed the ending of the US Department of Labor grant, including some of the
lessons learned; the resources available on AGC of America’s construction career academies and
charter schools Web pages; and the work to be by an intern this summer on a best practices in
construction career academies toolkit.

3. Updates from existing construction career academies & charter schools

A. Alaska: Bob Cress of AGC of Alaska’s Construction Education Foundation said the Mat-
Su school has one of the best vocational education programs in the state. It is also using
Project Lead The Way curriculum and expanding into geospatial technology.

B. California: Dr. Melissa Brown, filling in for Martha Styer of AGC of California, noted
that AGC of California is trying to start an academy in Sacramento, in addition to a
school in Oakland and an academy in San Francisco.

C. Houston: Charlene Anthony from AGC Houston discussed the additional two Houston
Independent School District (ISD) schools creating Construction Science Career
Academies and plans for articulation agreements with two- and four-year post-secondary
schools. The ACE Mentor program, long supported by AGC, also is tying into the
schools. Houston ISD is working with the National Center for Construction Education &



Research (NCCERAhttp://www.nccer.org/) to integrate their craft curriculum into the
schools. Several teachers from Houston ISD participated in the conference call.

D. Omaha, Nebraska: Bob Carlson of AOI Corp. said there were 43 students at the Omaha
Construction Careers Center, the largest number yet and the school is expecting a good
number of the juniors to return for senior year. The high school has a partnership with the
local community college so students get jr. college credit. There was a big turnout for the
annual spring open house and the school is looking for a good 2009/10 school year.

E. Portland, Oregon: Dick O’Connor of the Oregon Building Congress said the ACE
Academy has 120 students in this, its first school year. It is using Project Lead The Way
curriculum. It also is using NCCER curriculum and the Chicago Architecture
Foundation’s Architecture Handbook. The school began with juniors and will add another
120 juniors in fall 2009 for a total of 240 seniors and juniors in the 2009/10 school year.
He noted that the NCCER core curriculum is too basic and if the school had to do it over
again, it would choose the carpentry program to integrate into the curriculum. There is a
summer internship program and they have set up an electronic mentoring program
through Moodle that connects 90 mentors with students and teachers can monitor the
mentoring. The school uses project-based learning; there is no separate math or English
class. Also, it has instituted credit by proficiency. He reported that the students love being
at the school.

F. San Diego: Glenn Hillegas of San Diego AGC said there are 475 to 500 students at the
Stanley E. Foster Construction Tech Academy and it had the highest graduation rate of
any San Diego school district high school in the past two years. The chapter and its
members are offering 12 paid internships this summer and eight scholarships.

G. Wisconsin (excluding Milwaukee): Laura Cataldo of AGC of Wisconsin (with help from
educators on the call) updated on the three construction career academies the chapter
sponsors in: Burlington, Fond du Lac, and Marshfield. All three are going strong. Fond
du Lac students have been building projects around the school, such as sheds and a ticket
booth. Burlington is adding Project Lead The Way curriculum; the senior project is
school storage project. The chapter also is sponsoring a school-to-work co-op, which is
well under way. The co-op has 475 hours of paid work experience. The chapter has
partnerships with the carpenters and masons to supervise the co-op students, and will
work on engaging other trades in years to come. The Appleton school district was
pursuing a charter school, but may now do an academy instead.

4. Updates from people in the process of forming construction career academies & charter
schools

A. Milwaukee: Earl Buford of BIGSTEP said he is working with the Milwaukee AGC
chapter the Building Architecture and Technical Leadership Academy to start in fall
2010. The school has a commitment from the electricians. It will be a Project Lead The
Way academy. Linking to the National Academy Foundation (NAF)

B. Indiana: Tom Dapp of Gradex said he is involved with a charter high school that is not
specifically for construction but the construction industry is giving 5 of those students
jobs this summer.
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New Mexico: The AGC New Mexico building branch will submit an application for a
charter school in Albuquerque by July 1; and expects to hear a decision by Sept. 1. They
are meeting with professionals in the industry to determine what the industry will want
from new employees in five years. The school will be a 9-12 high school with 325
students. In addition to the high school, there will be two other components: an evening
re-engagement center for 100 students and a professional development center. Will be in
a transitional space for three years and then a new, cutting-edge space.

. Ohio: Glen Shumate in Cleveland said they started an administrative program, 7-week, 5

5 hour on Friday program for 17 seniors in February 2009, and are looking to expand it
in the fall to either two 18-week programs or one 36-week program. All 17 seniors have
summer jobs through the county workforce development money. The school is trying to
get college credit for the students in the program. The school district is building a new
vocational building that will be open in 2012 and will be for the trade side of the
academy curriculum.

. Discussion:
A,

Funding: One of the organizers of an emerging academy asked about funding the school.
Bob Carlson said in Omaha they had held an initial fundraiser that brought in $100,000,
which went along way toward helping. The school district provided the space and
structure. The industry provides money for scholarships and internships. Laura Cataldo
said the chapter applied for a $250,000 grant through the state Department of Commerce
and has to provide matching funds. Charlene Anthony said the first Houston school was
the recipient of a major golf tournament that the American Association of Architects and
AGC hosted. The chapter’s Construction Leadership Council gave have the proceeds of
its golf tournament to the academy.

. Next steps:

Liz Elvin will look into forming an AGC-sponsored e-Forum for the group so that
conversations can continue.

She will update the AGC Web site with any new information received.

The group will discuss via e-Forum when to hold the next conference call.

Liz will follow up with Charlene on connecting ACE Mentor to an academy.

Liz will connect with Dick O’Connor on using electronic mentoring program for
students.

. Post conference call follow-up:
A

George Sheraw of the Indiana Construction Association provided this link to great
information about the academy they are forming in Indiana:
http://www.indianaaceacademy.org/

Tony Monfiletto of the New Mexico Building and Education Congress said the planned
NM School for Construction, Architecture & Engineering in Albuquerque will teach the
NCCER core curriculum through all of the classes during the freshman year so that
construction will be taught in every class. We intend to continue that philosophy
throughout the 4 years in school. We intend to teach all of the classes through the lens of






